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China 30.1 15% 15 -50% 14%
Italy 11.8 6% 36 -70% 3%
Spain 9.4 5% 28 -70% 3%
Bangladesh 19.8 10% 13.8 -30% 13%
Turkey 114 6% 9.1 -20% 8%
Poland 74 4% 5.3 -25% 5%
Vietnam 4.1 2% 29 -30% 3%
India 56 3% 7..5 -55% 2%
Others 95.4 49% 4576
Total _

Values in USS$ bn.
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15 -50% 14% 16.6 -45% 15%
36 -70% 3% 6.5 -45% 6%
28 -70% 3% 5.2 -45% 5%
133 -33% 12% 109 -45% 10%
8.6 -25% 8% 6.3 -45% 6%
5 -30% 5% 3.9 -45% 4%
27 -35% 3% 23 -45% 2%
4 -30% 4% 3.1 -45% 3%
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China 24.90 30% 125 -50% 25% 125 -50% 25% 14.9 -40% 30%
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Bangladesh =~ 5.93 7% 4.4 -26% 9% 4 -33% 8% 36 -40% 7%
India 4.06 5% 2.0 -51% 4% 3.0 -26% 6% 24 -40% 5%
Others 34.83 42% 209 -40% 42% 209 -40% 42% 209 -40% 42%
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predicted to improve. We would like
to thank the exhibitors who have
applied for space for their strong
vote of confidence in the combined
show.”

Keen interest at close of application
period

In spite of the pandemic, at the
close of space application, almost
all the space reserved at NECC
has been filled. The show owners
will create a wait list for the late
applicants and if necessary, to
secure additional exhibition space
from the venue to accommodate
more exhibitors.

Buyers to ITMA ASIA + CITME
2020 can expect to meet industry

leaders who will showcase a wide
array of latest technology solutions
that will help textile makers to
become more competitive.

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2020
is organised by Beijing Textile
Machinery International Exhibition
Co Ltd and co-organised by ITMA
Services. Japan Textile Machinery
Association is a special partner of
the show.

The last ITMA ASIA + CITME
combined show in 2018 welcomed
the participation of 1,733 exhibitors
from 28 countries and economies
and registered visitorship of over
100,000 from 116 countries and
regions.

Contact

Report
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ITMA ASIA + CITME
rescheduled to June 2021

In light of the current coronavirus
(Covid-19)  pandemic, ITMA
ASIA + CITME 2020 has been
rescheduled, despite  receiving
strong response from exhibitors.
Originally slated to be held in
October, the combined show will
now take place from 12 to 16 June
2021 at the National Exhibition
and Convention Centre (NECC),
Shanghai.

According to show owners
CEMATEX and Chinese partners,
the Sub-Council of Textile Industry,
CCPIT (CCPIT-Tex), China Textile
Machinery Association (CTMA)
and China Exhibition Centre
Group Corporation (CIEC), the
postponement is necessary due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

Mr Fritz P. Mayer, President of
CEMATEX, said: “We seek your
understanding as this decision has
been made with the safety and

health concerns of our participants
and partners in mind. The global
economy has been severely affected
by the pandemic. On a positive note,
the International Monetary Fund
has predicted that there would be
global economic growth at 5.8 per
cent next year. Hence, it is more
prudent to look at a date around mid
of next year.”

Added Mr Wang  Shutian,
Honorary President of China
Textile Machinery Association
(CTMA), “The outbreak of the
coronavirus has caused a severe
impact on global economy, and
also affected the manufacturing
sector. Our exhibitors, especially
those from other parts of the
world, are deeply affected by the
lockdowns. Therefore, we believe
that the combined show with the
new exhibition dates would be
timely when the global economy is
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ITALIAN TEXTILE MACHINERY:
STRONG DECLINE IN THE
2020 FIRST QUARTER

ACIMIT

ITALIAN TEXTILE MACHINERY

In the first quarter of 2020, the orders
intake of Italian textile machinery
registered a sharp drop. The
Covid-19 pandemic impacts heavily
on the sector. The consequences on
the orders will be more negative in
the second quarter.

The index of orders intake for textile
machines drawn up by ACIMIT,
the Association of Italian Textile
Machinery Manufacturers, for the
period from January to March 2020
fell by 31% compared to the same
period of 2019. The index value
stood at 72.2 basis points (2015 =
100).

Orders intake was negative both on
foreign markets and in Italy. In the
foreign markets orders were down

26%, while on the domestic market
they marked -57% compared to the
first quarter of 2019.

“The orders index sank compared
to 2019, a year already negative,
Alessandro Zucchi, president of
ACIMIT says. Indeed in 2019 the
Italian textile machinery industry
observed a decrease both in
production (-13%) and in exports
(-14%) compared to the previous
year”.

Following a difficult year, the
Italian textile machinery had to face
Covid-19 pandemic, which led, as a
first consequence, to the slowdown
of the main markets in the sector,
China, Turkey and India, in the first
month of 2020.

TALIAN TEXTILE MACHIMERY
THE INDEX OF ORDERS INTAKE AT CONSTANT VALUE (BASES 3915+100)

i ——— -

Mauro Badanelli
ACIMIT Economics-Press
Phone: +39024693611

Email: economics-pre

@acimit.it

Website: www.acimit.it
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manufactured by OERLIKON
NEUMAG,  REIFENHAUSER
or NANOVAL. Spinnerets for
spunbonded and meltblown webs
are produced by ENKA TECNICA
and SOSSNA.
For social distancing masks a
wide variety of other materials
and combinations of materials are
used (nonwovens, woven fabrics,
knitted or warp knitted fabrics and
laminates  thereof). The KARL
MAYER Group offers textile
production technologies for knitted
and warp-knitted mouth and nose
masks. The masks can be produced
in a single step without the need for
sewing, and include an integrated
pocket for a nonwoven filter.
Mouth and nose masks can also be
woven seamlessly in one piece on
DORNIER weaving machines and
then lasered into the desired shape.
Rubber bands are required to wear
the masks and everal technologies
are available for their production:
Braided products such as stranded
and round braids are produced on
HERZOG braiding machines.
KARL MAYER has developed a
solution for producing elastic tapes
on warp knitting machines. LUCAS
offers circular knitting machines for
the production of rubber bands.
The complete mapping of all
production steps is extremely
important for the quality assurance
of a medical device: HALO-
electronic offers a software system
with which each mask can be traced

throughout the entire production
process

Protective gowns

The above-mentioned machines for
nonwovens are also used to produce
starting materials for surgical gowns
and other disposable protective
clothing.

These nonwovens are wet finished
to give them function-specific
properties. MONFORTS offers
to help customers to rapidly
transition new antiviral and
antimicrobial ~ textile  finishing
chemicals for personal protective
equipment by running trials on
customers’ behalf at Monforts’
Advanced Technology Centre.
Drying systems for wet finished
meltblown nonwovens as well as
systems for the blood and liquid
repellent finishing of disposable
protective clothing are part of the
portfolio of BRUCKNER.
Disinfection wipes These cloths
made of nonwoven material
are  manufactured using the
spunlace process. The VDMA
members ANDRITZ, DILO and
TRUTZSCHLER Nonwovens offer
components, machines or lines
for spunlace products. For drying,
BRUCKNER’s high-performance
dryers are used in combination with
spunlace lines.

Other textiles for the medical and
hygiene sector Search terms, such
as stents or artificial arteries can
be found in manufacturer’s guide
database.

Association
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Machines for the production of
materials for respirator masks
social distancing masks
and protective gowns

Whether masks, surgical gowns or
disinfecting wipes, the production
of the textile starting material is the
first step in a multi-stage production
process. Members of the VDMA are
at the beginning of this technological
chain.

Inquiries for production technology
of respirator masks and other
protective clothing are coordinated
centrally by the VDMA Working
Group Medical Technology.

This  article  provides  an
overview of the range of services

offered by textile machinery
manufacturers at the beginning
of the technological chain.
The overview is under construction
and reflects an intermediate status.
More VDMA members are added
daily.

Masks

The filter material of FFP2 and
FFP3 respirator masks (particle-
filtering half masks) consists of
fine-pored spunbonded fabric. For
the production of the spunbonded
products nonwovens lines are

Association
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accordingly. If, for example, he
sees a yellow running light on the
distant machine, he recognizes that
new cans are needed. The operator
immediately sets off with the empty
cans.

The intelligent use of light - for
less downtimes, improved machine
efficiency and higher productivity
T-LED not only avoids unnecessary
movements, but also helps to set
priorities in order to maintain
production and avoid downtimes.
Errors and faults are displayed
primarily so that one can react
quickly. In addition, quality and
productivity data, such as sliver count
variations or fill quantities, can be
displayed. With TD 10, for example,
it is important to be informed about

the quality limits of the CV value,
while it can be useful to display
can filling quantity at breaker draw
frames. These different displays are
freely selectable and can be adapted
to individual requirements.

T-LED - a component of digital
transformation

Spinning mills today face the great
challenge of finding qualified
personnel for their machinery.
Where there is a shortage of staff,
the digital transformation should
intervene. Truetzschler  supports
this transformation in addition to
its digital solutions with intelligent
machine concepts such as T-LED.
These make it possible to keep
production continuity at a high level
even with few personnel.

Report
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T-LED - Informed at the speed of light

Light guides our perception.
Whether the turn signal on the
car, the indicator lamp on the
oven or - much more romantic - a
sunset: In all cases, light has an
immediate meaning. With T-LED,
this principle was transferred to
Truetzschler machine technology.
The combinations of the illuminated
LEDs indicate more than “OK”,
“Warning” or “Fault”. In particular,
information on productivity and
quality can be read at a glance - from
afar.

Imagine standing in a spinning
mill. A great hall, long distances
and a large number of machines,
of which the operation must be
checked. Signals and information
must be understood and prioritized,

so that production is affected as little
as possible by disturbances. With
T-LED, Truetzschler simplifies this
important communication process
immensely: Machine operators
can read machine status quickly
and from a distance using colored
light signals and take the necessary
measures immediately.

At first sight

T-LED concisely displays the status
of the respective machine and
thus enables controlling an entire
production process remotely - even
with little staff. Intuitive human-
machine interaction is provided
by easy-to-remember lighting
combinations. The employee knows
instantly what the machine needs
for further operation and can react

Press Release
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Fighting corona:
DORNIER supports its customers in
DORNIER. the change of production to face

masks and protective clothing

The world is fighting against the
spread of the pulmonary disease
Covid-19. The fact is that there is a
lack of protective clothing and face
masks. As these urgently needed
items can be produced on machines
and lines of Lindauer DORNIER,
the company supports its customers
in developing textile alternatives.

In the fight against the corona virus,
more and more textile companies
switch their line of production to
urgently needed protective gear and
face masks.

As these can be woven on both,
DORNIER rapier and air-jet weaving
machines, Lindauer DORNIER
actively helps its customers to
potentially adapt the manufacturing
process to the current requirements.
“These are challenging times for all
of us. As a family-owned company,
we want to work together with our
partners as well as customers and
find solutions to protect people
from Covid-19 and slow down the
spread of the disease,” Head of the
Technology Center in Lindau, Lars
Oller says. This has a double effect:
in addition to protecting patients,
healthcare professionals and citizens,
companies can use idling capacities
and partially compensate for lost
revenues due to the crisis.

Face masks as precise as airbags
The DORNIER system family is
suitable for the fast, simple and
process-reliable production of face
masks made of cotton or polyester
for example. On air-jet weaving
machines type Al, life-saving face
masks can be woven in one piece as
“One Piece Woven” and then be laser
cut into the desired shape. Two thirds
of all airbag cushions worldwide are
produced in this way.

Identations and  structures to
insert filters and valves can also
be integrated to further increase
the effectiveness of the masks.
Antimicrobial materials such as
silver threads might further increase
the protective effect.

Faster certifications, designable
fashion

To facilitate placing corona
protective equipment on the
market, measures have been taken
in many places to speed up and
simplify conformity assessment
procedures. The textile face mask
is now even becoming a global
fashion trend, possibly even
beyond the corona crisis: more
and more designers are taking it
up as an individually designable
fashion accessory.

Press Release
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of the Board of Directors This E.
Schneider, Michael Pieper, Hans-
Peter Schwald, Peter Spuhler,
Roger Baillod, Carl Illi and Luc
Tack were confirmed for an
additional one-year term of office.
Furthermore, This E. Schneider,
Hans-Peter Schwald and Bernhard
Jucker, the members of the
Remuneration Committee who
were standing for election, were
also each re-elected for a one-year
term of office.

Shareholders also adopted all other
motions proposed by the Board
of Directors, namely approval of
the annual report, the financial
statements and the consolidated
financial statements for 2019, and
formal approval of the actions
of the members of the Board of
Directors and those of the Group
Executive Committee in the year
under review.

In addition, the authorized capital
was extended for a further two
years.

COVID-19

At present, it is not possible to

predict how the global COVID-19
pandemic will affect Rieter’s
sales and earnings in the first and
second half of 2020, and thus also
for 2020 as a whole.

Rieter therefore refrains from
providing an outlook for financial
year 2020 and will issue the
relevant information as part of
the semi-annual report on July 16,
2020.

The company has taken the
necessary measures to protect
employees and to  meet
commitments to customers as far
as possible.

Thanks to long-standing
customer relationships, a focus on
innovation, global positioning and
the company’s financial stability,
Rieter will successfully overcome
the challenges.
Forthcoming Dates
Semi-Annual Report 2020:
16, 2020

Results press conference 2021:
March 9, 2021

Annual General Meeting 2021:
April 15, 2021

July

Kurt Ledermann
Chief Financial Officer
Rieter Holding Ltd.
Investor Relations
Phone: +41 52 208 70 15
Fax: +41 52 208 70 60
Email: investor(@rieter.com
Website: www.rieter.com
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Rieter Annual General Meeting
2020

All motions approved

Dividend of CHF 4.50 agreed
COVID-19

In relation to participation in the
Annual General Meeting on April
16, 2020, the Board of Directors
of Rieter Holding Ltd. arranged
exclusively written or electronic
voting and the granting of power of
attorney to the independent proxy.
In taking this approach, the Board
of Directors relied on Article 6a,
lit. b of Ordinance 2 of the Swiss
Federal Council (Measures to
Combat the Coronavirus of March
16, 2020). Physical participation
by the shareholders was therefore
not possible. The Annual
General Meeting was held on the

premises of Rieter Holding Ltd.
at the company’s headquarters in
Winterthur.

At the Annual General Meeting
of Rieter Holding Ltd. on April
16, 2020, the independent proxy
represented a total of 2 025
shareholders who hold 64.3% of
the share capital.

A dividend of CHF 4.50 per share
was agreed. The shareholders
approved the proposed maximum
total amounts of the remuneration
of the members of the Board
of Directors and of the Group
Executive Committee for fiscal
year 2021.

The Chairman of the Board,
Bernhard Jucker, and the members

Press Release
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“Sometimes difficult roads bring you  the Kingpins 2021 Most Sustainable = ey 2020
to beautiful places and we’re seeing  Products (MSP) design collection.

so much creative energy and new
ideas being exchanged right now,”
he said. “I believe that, despite the
tragedy, what is happening will bring
us to a place that’s better than the one
we left behind.”

Companies such Artistic Milliners
are using their existing Monforts
technologies to develop new in-
house processes to further improve
ecological performance.

Kingpins24 opened with live links
between Amsterdam, Los Angeles
and Texas and continued to make
connections across five continents
over its two-day stream.

Soorty company director Asad
Soorty said sustainable initiatives
will become even more attend after
Covid-19.

Monforts has denim production
installations centred on its Montex
Monforts customers dominated in  stenter around the world.

Contact

Klaus A Heinrichs
A. Monforts Textilmaschinen GmbH & Co. KG

P O Box 101 701, D-41017 Monchengladbach, Germany
Phone: + 49 (0) 401 299
Email: heinricl
Website: www.monforts.de
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are excited by the energy
and commitment within
the denim community and
believe there are many
more opportunities to drive
sustainable collaborations
ahead,” said Cone president
Steve Maggard.

Current outlook

Pursuing similar circularity
goals is Soorty, which has
already achieved Cradle
to Cradle (C2C) Gold
certification for both denim
fabrics and garments produced
to the most exacting standards.
In an interview on the current
situation during Kingpins24,
company director Asad Soorty
said that with manufacturing
plants in Bangladesh
and Pakistan, a product
development centre in Corlu,
Turkey, and a design house
in Amsterdam, the immediate
future for his company
looked very uncertain, yet he
remained optimistic.

“We have seen many
cancellations and
postponements of orders, but
as a fully vertically integrated
manufacturer we are not in
a position to stop payments
because we purchased cotton
and other raw materials for
many months ahead,” he said.
“As a result, we have a lot of
stuck capital and anticipate
that when we are able to

Press Release
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resume production, we will
only be at 10-20% of capacity.
“However, 1 believe this
industry can unite and
understand the problems of
everyone in the supply chain.
In the next 18 months we
will see very price-conscious
consumers who are more
cognisant of the environment,
because we’ve seen the world
tipped on its head. As a result,
I believe our initiatives such
as Cradle to Cradle and full
transparency, combined with
good prices and short lead
times will prove even more

valuable to the brands.”
Optimism

Kingpins24 was a
meticulously scheduled
international programme,
planned in just 30 days, with

no real template.

However improvised and

rushed it may have been in
the build-up to it, the show
ran over Zoom for the full
two days with virtually zero
technical issues and attracting
thousands of online attendees
to dip in and out of it from
around the world.
The mood of the entire
two-day virtual event was
upbeat and optimistic, as best
summarised by Menno van
Meurs, founder and CEO of
highly successful Amsterdam
denim store Tenue de Nimes:
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MSP was not a competition,
merely a showcase of the latest
sustainable denims, it featured
fabrics from Aristic Milliners,
Bossa, Calik, Kilim, Naveena,
Orta Anadolu, Prosperity
Textile and Vicunha.

Many companies are now
using their existing Monforts
technologies within integrated
finishing mills to develop new
in-house processes and further
improve  their  ecological
performance.

Artistic Milliners, for example,
working with chemicals leader
DyStar, has introduced Crystal
Clear, an indigo dyeing
process which is based on
an organic fixing agent. It
requires no salt and 70% less
chemicals and produces clean
and recyclable water effluent
without any salt by-products.
In conventional systems, the
company says that indigo
dyestuff’ is stored after the
dyeing process and only about
20% can be reused due to salt
formation. Crystal Clear uses a
pre-reduced liquid indigo that
requires no additional water
or salt and allows complete
indigo recovery.
Hong-Kong-based Advance
Denim has developed a
similar process it calls Green
Finishing for removing indigo
and the 100% recycling of
water.

Press Release

With the D-clear process e

developed by Calik of Turkey,
water is reduced by 40% in
indigo dyeing and by 83% in
the subsequent finishing, while
another Turkish company,
Kilim, is looking to reduce
water by 93% as a result of its
current Cactus project.
Circularity

Monforts denim customers are
also constantly exploring the
possibilities of new and more
sustainable raw materials
and the latest to be featured
prominently is hemp, as
exemplified by Cone Denim’s
new Sweet Leaf collection.
Cone Denim has also been
working extensively on the
Jeans Redesign project drawn
up by the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation (EMF) with
the aim of making circular
production a reality. The
project has involved a number
of leading brands including
Adidas, Burberry, C&A, Gap,
H&M, M&S, Primark and
Unilever.

Via this project, Cone has
already produced a 100%
cellulosic denim collection
for Gap, although as a result
of the coronavirus, its launch
date has had to be pushed back
to Spring 2021.

“The  collaborative  spirit
from our brand partners is
very encouraging, and we
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Kingpins24 - the denim industry

atits inventive hest

Monforts denim customers rallied
to support a virtual version of the
Kingpins denim show that was
scheduled to take place in Amsterdam
on April 22 and 23rd.

When the organisers were obliged
to cancel the physical event due
to Covid-19 restrictions, they
immediately began working on an
online alternative, and such was the
positive response that they were able
to livestream seamlessly across the
entire two days that the show had
been scheduled to take place.
Interviews, discussions, catwalk
displays and presentations featuring
brands, denim mills, artisans and raw
materials suppliers were broadcast
successfully from five continents.

In opening Kingpins24 on April
22nd at 9am, show founder Andrew

Olah (at 2am from Texas) and his
co-host, managing director Vivian
Wang (at midnight in Los Angeles),
explained that over 75% of the
exhibitors who were scheduled to
be in Amsterdam had responded
positively to the idea, providing
content and arranging interview slots
and new presentations.

True Blue Solutions

Many of the companies involved
outlined their development of new
in-house practices and processes
for more sustainable denim fabric
production through the reduced use
of water, chemicals and energy and
it was no accident that Monforts
customers dominated the Kingpins
2021 Most Sustainable Products
(MSP) design collection.

While the organisers stressed the

Press Release|
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£2 ¥ The €3 million Advanced Technology Centre (ATC) in Ménchengladbach is fully operational for

¥ industrial-scale finishing and coating trials by Monforts specialists.

many of our customers
are rapidly preparing
fo transition from their
usual  manufacturing
programmes to the
production of PPE
items,” says Klaus
Heinrichs, vice-
president at Monforts.
“Some, such as
Trident and Welspun
in India, which both
operate a number of
our machinery ranges,
have already embarked
on new PPE production
programmes.

“We have experts on
hand at our operational
Advanced Technology
Centre (ATC) here
in Germany, to help
any of our customers
to rapidly transition
to new finishing
techniques and
treatments they may
not be familiar with,
and to run trials on their
behalf, should they
require this assistance.”

The three lines at
the ATC situated at
the Monforts HQ in
Médnchengladbach,
are of a true industrial
scale and trialling new
products on them goes
beyond lab or pilot
plant testing to rapidly
identify any problems
that might occur once
full  production is
underway.

Since its opening in
2013, over €3 million
has been invested
in equipment at the
Monforts ATC, which
over an area of 1,200
square metres houses
two full finishing
lines, engineered to
accommodate an
extremely diverse range
of processes and based
around the industry-
leading Montex
stenter, in addition to a
Thermex range for the
continuous dyeing and
the newly developed
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process of yarn dyeing.
Recent expansions
have included the
installation of the
latest Monforts
Montex®Coat coating
system, with which it
is possible to operate
in seven different
application modes in s
single machine.
The Monforts
teleservice team is
also fully available
as normal to help
customers via remote
service on trouble
shooting issues.
“We congratulate those
customers who are
doing all within their
power to combat this
pandemic that is having
such a devastating
impact globally,” Mr
Heinrichs concludes.
“We are here to
support them in any
way we can and put our
services and know-how
at their disposal.”




Industrial-
il scale test-
|l ing for new
PPEfinishes

Number of formulators of
textile finishing chemicals
have rushed out new
antiviral and antimicrobial
treatments intended for
PPE (personal protective
equipment) such as face
masks and medical gowns
and drapes.

These finishing chemicals
have  naturally already
been thoroughly tested
in laboratories and their
effectiveness  verified at
laboratory or pilot scale.
However, they are new to
many  manufacturers  of
textiles and nonwovens now
preparing to use them on an

industrial level.
I “We know that in this current,
N Monforts vice-president Klaus Heinrichs. a .
A a— unprecedented situation,

Press Release

sl



value, personalised products in
distributed micro-factories powered
by highly digitalised processes.

The textile industry is only at the
beginning of genuinely embracing
digitalisation, but in the long-term,
Industry 4.0 solutions will protect
manufacturers and brands from
shocks like climate change, natural
disasters and pandemics.

Blockchain  technologies  will
demystify opaque supply chains to
increase transparency, traceability
and awareness of where raw materials
are sourced.

The barriers to this change are high,
requiring significant investment from
shareholders who are instinctively
more concerned with cost reduction,
higher margins, value creation and
dividends than investing in what-ifs.
So, we should not expect companies
alone, even with support from
shareholders, to make these
investments. Governments need to
implement policies that give financial
support to manufacturers to digitalise,
for example funding the immediate
depreciation of old analogue capital
equipment that otherwise would sit
on the balance sheet for many more
years. Perhaps even more radical,
investment in state-owned polyester
fibre manufacturing plants would
be the catalyst to investment in new
digitalised manufacturing facilities.
Such policies could help to reshape

utilise digitalisation and reshoring.
In 2019, Stanley Black & Decker,
the Fortune 500 manufacturer of
industrial tools and household
hardware, announced the reshoring
of some production from China to
the US. In a new 425,000 sqft facility
in Fort Worth, Texas, the brand
utilises advanced manufacturing
technologies —  robotics  and
automation technologies — to boost
output and increase profitability.

It’s this type of decision-making
that leads to resilient manufacturing
structures where all the eggs are not
in one basket. It’s somewhat costly,
but it works.

The textile & apparel industry can
become incredibly resilient.

Setting up advanced supply chain
technologies such as blockchain

increases  awareness of  the
industry’s  structure and  helps
organise secondary and tertiary

suppliers. Repositioning valuable
product manufacture in a handful of
sophisticated, automated locations
reduces the impact of quarantine on
labour, logistics, exportation and
profit.

In an era of globalisation, where
another pandemic and economic
catastrophe is inevitable, investment
in our supply chain is critical. After
an intense economic period, the
only place to look is upwards — but
to protect our textile economy and

the textile & apparel industry. industry, the alliance of government
Where There’s A Will support, industry investment and new
Our industry won’t be the first to technologies is essential.

Article
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closed high streets and offices.
Slumps in brick and mortar retail
sales showed that supply chain
disruption was only the first phase of
Covid-19’s impact on the textile &
apparel industry. When the medical
crisis improves and retail stores
reopen, manufacturers and brands
will face the challenge of demand
planning.

Raw Materials and China are Key
At the risk of stating the obvious,
without raw materials there is no
supply chain.

With  China, the ‘world’s
warchouse’ for raw materials in
textile manufacturing, supplying
80% of global polyester, the two-
month halt in production has now
led to the temporary closure of
manufacturing factories in countries
such as Vietnam, where raw material
stocks ran out mid-March. Globally,
shortages of material fibres have
also delayed the manufacture of
face masks and personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Few brands have complete
knowledge of their supply chains
beyond direct suppliers; many
perhaps do not realise their raw
materials are sourced from China.
Greater transparency of raw material
sources may have resulted in
preventative or back-up measures
allowing continuous, uninterrupted
supply.

Post-Crisis Opportunity

Currently, there are a few signs that
recovery has commenced. Harvard

Business Review predicted that peak
impact to global supply chains hit in
mid-March — a claim supported by
reports of Chinese textile production
now returning to 60% capacity.

Over the next few months, it’s
essential to start to look for ways to
develop more resilience to future
crises.

Unsurprisingly, people have known a
pandemic could happen for years, but
their requests for the implementation
of safety nets in supply chains to
handle uncontrollable disasters has
mostly gone unheeded.

One buming conversation among
textile manufacturers and brands that
goes some way to mitigating supply
chain risk is reshoring. According to
research conducted by McKinsey in
2019, 63% of respondents believe
it is likely that fabric production
will move towards nearshore to
support regional supply chains by
2025. This would be a bold move
— it faces high barriers — but now
holds unprecedented potential in the
aftermath of Covid-19.

Reshoring will be difficult for the big
players; their production volumes
are large and partnerships too loyal
and longstanding to ditch overnight
in favour of new manufacturing
facilities. It is known that economies
such as Europe, Japan and the US

have limited capacity.
However, rsing trends in
customisation and material

connectivity could support reshoring
through the manufacture of high-
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WTiN examines the economic
impact of Covid-19 on the textile &
apparel industry and puts forward
opportunities for a post-crisis world.
We are in a crisis that none of us have
ever witnessed. Around the globe,
countries have never before seen a
health and economic crisis on this
scale. In the short-term, businesses
face newfound challenges, but in the
long-term the crisis will pass, and
we will emerge into a new business
environment full of opportunity and
potential.

Over the last two months, attention
has been focused on the need
for more robust supply chains as
Covid-19 generated chaos in raw
material supplies, manufacturing and
distribution. Indeed, 94% of Fortune
1000 companies reported supply
chain disruption. Business today is
certainly not as usual.

Leading Indicators

When the Covid-19 health crisis
emerged in Wuhan, China, in
January, business outside China
continued largely unaffected.

By early February, WTIN started
to experience customers, such as

sportswear/fashion ~ brands  and
OEMs in Europe, Japan and the US,
reschedule face-to-face meetings
to conference calls — offices were
starting to close their doors to visitors.
As February progressed, new
government health regulations began
to emerge, resulting in multiple
events being postponed or cancelled
— The Materials Show, FESPA,
INDEX, Drupa and Techtextil North
America were among those affected.
WTiN’s own Singapore conference,
Innovate Textile & Apparel Asia,
scheduled for 5 May, was postponed
until 2021; in its place, a new global
online conference, Innovate Textile
& Apparel Online. The conference
will offer over 20 pre-recorded
video presentations from innovation
leaders in digitalised processes and
materials and is set to take place from
5 May to 30 June 2020. Possibly
the right time and place for such an
event? We will see.

In March, governments implemented
ever-greater restrictions on
international travel, increasing the
fear that the worst was yet to come.
Meanwhile, civilian lockdowns

Article
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procedures and care of infected
patients. Nike’s PAPR lenses take
the same TPU as the face masks
and have welded segments to fit the
specifications of PAPR helmets.

While both shield and lens are a new
output for Air MI, specialization in
custom extrusion of polyurethane
film and sheet makes the facilities
uniquely suited to serving this urgent
need, the company adds. “Nike’s
St. Charles, Missouri, facility has
decades of experience in designing,
developing and manufacturing
an extensive range of TPU-based
products. To serve the current
response, Air MI is rapidly adapting
its capacities, while also adopting
new production line procedures

in keeping with rapidly-changing
government guidelines,” it says.

“We were proud to deliver the first
shipment of donated full-face shields
and PAPR lenses to OHSU on Friday,
April 3,2020.”

“OHSU’s mission is to support

the health and well-being of all
Oregonians, and we can’t do
that without adequate supplies of
personal protective equipment,” says
Danny Jacobs, M.D., M.P.H., FACS,
president, Oregon Health & Science
University.

“I’ve been so inspired by how our
community has united to meet this
health crisis. We are forever grateful
to the commitment of our colleagues
at Nike, as their dedication to our
united effort will help save lives.”
The PAPR lenses and full-face shields
will be provided to health systems in
Nike’s World Headquarters region,
including Providence, Legacy Health
Systems and Kaiser Permanente, and
others across the state of Oregon.
Nike will continue to seek ways
to further support the courageous
healthcare workers in their tireless
efforts to support, heal and comfort
our communities through these
extraordinary times.
www.innovationintextiles.com




Transiorming Nike Air to

aid frontline healthcare
professionals

Working closely with health
professionals at Oregon Health &
Science University (OHSU), Nike’s
innovation, manufacturing and
product teams have come together to
provide PPE in the form of full-face
shields and powered, air-purifying
respirator (PAPR) lenses to protect
against the coronavirus (COVID-19).
When OHSU shared its current face
shield, finding a way to reproduce
the equipment with Nike-owned
materials and manufacturing facilities
became an immediate goal. The
aim was not just a high-functioning
shield, but also one that allowed a
simple model of production. OHSU’s
healthcare workers instantly became
field testers of the prototypes and
validators of the final equipment.
Nike says its version of the full-face
shield transforms elements of the
brand’s footwear and apparel into
much-needed PPE. Collar padding
once destined for shoes is repurposed;
cords originally earmarked for
apparel reconsidered; and, most
important, the TPU component of a
Nike signature, the Nike Air soles,
reimagined.

“Without proper facial protection,
healthcare workers are at a higher

risk of contracting the virus, which
could place substantial strain on the
healthcare workforce in the months
ahead,” says Miko Enomoto, M.D.,
associate professor of anesthesiology
and perioperative medicine, OHSU
School of Medicine.

“The full-face shields help protect
healthcare workers’ faces and also
help to prolong the length we can
safely use a surgical or N95 mask.
Nike’s generous response to the
COVID-19 crisis helps to instil
an added layer of confidence and
support for healthcare workers, that
we can safely carry out the jobs we
were born to do.”

The three parts of the full-face shield
come together in a streamlined
nine-step process, Nike reports.
This has been formalized through a
collaborative effort between Nike’s
Innovation teams and manufacturing
groups at Nike’s Air Manufacturing
Innovation (Air MI) facilities in
Oregon and Missouri.
Simultaneously, TPU will be
employed to create new lenses for
PAPR helmets. This equipment is
used in situations with the most
airborne pathogen exposure and
is essential to the most critical
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Editorial

Covid-19 has a dramatic and long-term effect on the
textile industry. On the other hand, Coronavirus brings
more international cooperation and empathy with
people all over the world to get rid of this virus. It also
represents the real face of most government to the people.
Although Covid-19 initially caused a recession in the
textile industry, it provides a tremendous opportunity.
One of them is the improvement in textile machinery
and virtual education. The other one is” Healthy Mode”
which can be divided into three sections: Textile in-
home, textile in public and ethic, and spiritual health.
Coronavirus has propelled us to these three issues which at
first glance can protect users against viruses and bacteria.
It is time to find deeper powers within ourselves come when
life seems most challenging. Working together with much
hope and in the right measures during the pandemic helps us
to beat coronavirus.

Managing Director

Report
Mol
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